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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND JUSTICE 

ARTHUR GOLDBERG </ 

t .b.t- Arthur, I just wanted you to know — you've been such a 

comfort ~ inch a wonderful friend, you and that good wife of 
yours. Ton have been so hlepful to me and this Admin istration 
that I didn't want to leave my desk tonight without telling you 
th*t you're gonna share this heavy with me -- there's 

no one that I would rather — 

AG: I know, and 1 feel helpless. All we can say is if there's 

anything we can do. you know -- 

LBJ: Well, don't be so modest and shy. 1 want you to co me in and 

out. Now — because 1 used all the strength you can give me. 

AG: Dorothy and I came over to see you at the airport — if 

there's anything at all we cam do -- 

LBJ: 1 want yon to be tMwirtwg about what I ought to do to try to 

bring all these elements together and unite the country to 
maintain and preserve our system in the world because I 
— if it starts falling to pieces -- and some of the extremes 
are going to be proceeding on the wrong assumption, why 
we could deteriorate pretty quick. 

AG: It won't. 1 have no doubt about that. 

LBJ: 1 want you to give it soma thought, and come back to me 

tomorrow or the next day. Just, ah, think, think, th in k. 

AG: Anytime, anytfefae. 

LBJ: 1 want to give soma thought, by the way, whether we ought to 

have a joint session of Congress -- after, and what would 1 
may to them. 

AG: 1 think wo aught t© -• 

U3J: Wall* I want you to think about who 1 talk to on the delivery 

side and how I ought to do it without* 2 mean with dignity 
end reserve and without being dwn on my kneee but at the 
same time letting know of my respect and confidence. 
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LJ3J (coat'd) 


There's nobody In town I bailors In mors than yon and 
I bars got to boro yotcr help. 


AG: 


Well, it la there for the ashing and wo wish you every 
good fortune in the world. Ton will do well, we have 
complete confidence. 


LBJ: 


Well, Fm totally Inadequate , bat I'll do my best. 


AG: 


No, no, not at all, I don't agree with that. Dorothy is 
right here and she wanto to aay hello. Hers she i$i. 


Mrs. G: 


Mr. President. 


LBJ: 


HL beloved, bow are yon? 


Mrs. G: 


Jnot God give you strength. 


LBJ: 


Well. Ill get some from that great husband of yours 
and nobody gives me more comfort and more strength 
and that's why 1 wanted to talk to yon both. 


Mrs. G: 


Well, we'll be here and we 11 beer witness with you and 
Mrs. Johnson. Now just take care of your health because 
care very much about that. 


LBJ: 


Thank you, hon. 


Mrs. G: 


Ton just get some rest and care. Dorothy didn't want to 
say another word except that, Z won't take a minute of your 
time. 


LBJ: 


Thank you. I want you to make a good speech for me sometime 
before long... 


Mrs G: 


Please, you take care of yourself. Here's Arthur. 


LBJ: 


O.X. '' 


AG: 


Mr. President. 1 suppose yon have lota of affairs to take care 
of tomorrow but late tomorrow afternoon, I will call yon. 


LBJ: 


Please do that. 
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AG: 



LBJ: 



AG: 

LBJ: 



AG: 

LBJ: 



A ado haw a good night's rest. 

Thank 70a. 

Say hello to Lady Bird. 

All right. Thank you. 

Thia Joint Session* this labor *M«g and the general feeling 
of trying to hring them together. X had a gesaral^eegUg 
with the leaders tonight and needlese to say, jfiyfek j?ooahfy are 
really more united than the Democrats. Mansfield didn't say 
a word. 

Thank yon so much 
I’ll can you. 

Goodbye. 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NCTES CN CONVERSATION WITH 
JUSTICE ARTHUR GOLDBERG NOVEMBER 22 , 1963 



President Johnson said that he wanted the Justice to know 
how much he appreciated the help that he had been given and 
that he wanted the Justice to know that he was going to be 
depending on him for advice and guidance. 

Justice Goldberg said: "Well, it is there for the asking and 
we wish you every good fortune in the world. You will do well; 
we have complete confidence." 
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